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Grand Knight’s 

Message 

 

 
 Joel Lanoux 

GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE 

 

My message this month will be brief because I am writing earlier 

than usual since I will be out of town from February 18th through 

the 24th.  I will be here for the Bingo Night and will be back in 

time for the Vocations Breakfast.  These two activities, although 

labor intensive, are critical to the financial success of our council. 

We depend heavily on them for our charity distributions and 

support of seminarians.  

 

On February 13th I attended a stewardship meeting which was 

directed at ministry leaders.  Two points were evident in this 

meeting.  One, many of our parishioners are already giving of their 

time, talents and treasure, but many more of our parishioners need 

to commit themselves to stewardship.  There are many 

parishioners who simply choose to accept the status quo and do 

not give of themselves to our parish needs.  Second, Council 8954 

is following its first principle of charity by its support of parish 

and community needs.  It is up to us, however, to reach out to 

others and encourage them to become fully participating 

parishioners. 

 

I hope that all of you brothers remembered your sweethearts, 

whether here with you or departed, on Valentine Day.  Let’s 

remember them all year long. 

 

Thanks to all of you who joined the Father Michael J. McGivney 

Guild at our last meeting.  You can read more about the purpose 

of the guild elsewhere in this letter.  Also remember, the Holy 

season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday.  Msgr. Don has 

organized a number of activities to assist us on our journey 

through the season.  I encourage you all to avail yourselves of 

these opportunities for spiritual development.    

 

Brian Roeten, our Past Grand Knight, was recently hospitalized 

with blood clots in his lung. Brian is now home but is still in 

serious condition.  Let us all continue to pray for Brian’s complete 

recovery.  I have no doubt that the prayers of our brothers played 

a big part in Brian’s early release from the hospital.   

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Joel J. Lanoux, Grand Knight 

 

Father Michael J. McGivney Guild 

 

The Order of the Knights of Columbus has established The Father 

McGivney Guild to promote the cause for canonization of our 

founder, Father Michael J. McGivney.  The goal of the Guild is to 

spread the good word about his holiness of life, to encourage 

devotion to his memory, and to seek his intercession before the 

throne of God.  The Guild serves as a clearinghouse of 

information about Father McGivney, his life and works, and any 

favors attributed to his intercession.   

Father McGivney is a unique model for today’s Catholics and for 

today’s Catholic priest because of his attention to the social ills 

and injustices of his day and his collaboration with the laity.  He 

was zealous for the life of union with God through prayer and the 

sacraments, and he would have been right a home in today’s 

world.  He was then and would be today an eager apostle for the 

Gospel of life, and a determined foe of the culture of death. 

Membership in the Guild is open to anyone who wishes to share in 

the mission of making known the life and work of Father 

McGivney and of encouraging devotion to his memory.  All one 

needs to do is fill out an application (found every month in the 

Columbia magazine).  There is no fee to join and no membership 

dues, but donations to assist in the cause are accepted.  As a 

member of the Guild you will receive a newsletter and periodic 

updates on the progress of the cause for canonization.  

Membership in the Guild is not limited to Knights, but is open to 

family members and friends. 

The Guild is anxious to receive reports of favors received through 

Father McGivney’s intercession.  It is not only miracles that are 

required to move the cause forward, but witnesses to the power of 

the servant of God’s prayers before the throne of God.  

JJL:GK  

 

A Thought For Lent 

 

On Ash Wednesday when the priest or deacon marks our 

foreheads with ashes, we are called to remember our origin and 

our end.  For he repeats the stern sentence of God upon Adam 

and, through Adam, upon us all: “Remember man that you are 

dust, and unto dust you will return”.  These words mean more than 

that a grave awaits us.  They mean that, no less that a grain of sand 

tossed in the wind, we are creatures whose very existence 

depends, at every moment, upon the gift of God.  None of this vast 

universe exists by itself.  It hangs from the thread of the divine 

will, ever upheld by Him, and by none but Him.  It is dust.  We 

are dust. 

But with what glory has God endowed the dust!  For it pleased 

Him to create beings capable of reason, and therefore capable of 

 



choosing the greatest conceivable good, God, and turning to him 

with love. Among all God’s creatures, man is the only creature 

which stands erect.  This is so he can look to the heavens and give 

glory to his God. 

One of our most valuable commodities any of us has is our time.  

Our busy lives are filled with work, family and friends, and any 

time that is our own is to be treasured.  During Lent we set aside 

special time for spiritual growth. We must live Lent by spending 

the gift to time wisely.  As we fast, abstain, make sacrifices, and 

seek reconciliation, let us thank God for creating us in dust, 

knowing that someday we will return to dust, but only to be 

gloriously resurrected with Him though the sacrifice of his Son, 

Jesus, who has conquered death for all of us. 
 

Source: Manificat & St. Jude: jjl/gk  

 

 
From the 

Financial 

Secretary 

  
     Lairy Johnson 

Dues 

At mid February dues payments are progressing. The list is down 

to 48. The retention committee has been activated and if you have 

not paid your dues they will call you or try. If you have moved or 

changed telephones please let me know. Next month I will be 

sending out the third and final notice called the Knight Alert letter 

to those who have not sent their payment by the end of February. 

If anyone is having financial difficulty paying their dues please 

contact the Grand Knight. If on the other hand anyone wants to 

withdraw gracefully, or perhaps make installment payments, 

please contact me personally and soon. Transfers to other councils 

require that your dues be paid at your current council. If you are 

contemplating a move pay your dues now. Also, there are a few 

1st degree Knights that are eligible to advance to a major degree. 

A requirement is to be a member in good standing. 

And last remember that dues and service requirements are 

continuous. If continuity is not maintained, a member will have a 

break in service. This is a do-over and your service time starts at 

zero whenever you rejoin. Pay your dues TODAY.    Lairy 

 

Fraternal Activity Report 

The fraternal activity report was submitted last month.  Activity 

expenses which include costs to operate the council and social 

functions were $15,163.  Charitable disbursements were $24477.  

The charity is broken down into 3 components; Church activities 

of $5972, Community activities of $17,548, and Youth activities 

of $957. Volunteer service hours were 21,210.  Fraternal 

commitment which includes visits to the sick and bereaved was 

3,029 hours. Blood donors were reported as 50 pints.  It was a 

pretty good year. Now for this year keep a log of your related 

activities.  I get hours from our projects from the committee 

chairmen.  So you don't have to report that.  You can report out 

of council activities such as youth support, say you coach a 

soccer team; habitat for humanity; participation in community 

fund raiser such as Komen walks, meals on wheels, visits to 

nursing homes etc.  If in doubt write it down anyway.  It may be 

important.  If you are not doing anything, get off your butt and go 

help some one.  Also, if you visit sick or bereaved persons log 

that.  Keep track of your blood donations.  We are required to 

report separately on Special Olympics.  We had such sorry 

turnout for this I won't report it to you.  This is an area we could 

improve on.  Please think about supporting our local Special 

Olympics events.  I think there are only three local events all 

year.  Call Isaac Sandoval.    Lairy 

 

 
Community Activities 

 

 
 

 

Veterans Activity 

The Knights of our council and Mother Teresa Assembly visited 

the VA hospital in December. In addition to the usual good time 

we brought 100 gift bags prepared by the St Joseph Circle of 

friends and about 70 lap blankets. The St Joseph Women’s Guild 

donated some real ham and we had nice ham sandwiches. We sang 

Christmas songs with the patients and they really enjoyed that. It is 

nice that other organizations are now helping out. The 

contributions of time and supplies made for a really special 

Christmas for the veterans. They really appreciate the attention the 

fellowship we bring to them. I think this project is good. Year 

2007 should be another good year for us and hopefully our 

patients. 

The January visit to the Veterans hospital was abruptly cancelled 

this month due to a contagious virus affecting patients. The 

hospital cancelled recreational activities of outside groups to 

prevent further spread of the virus. Now is a good time to review 

the VA training handout. The purpose of the training is to provide 

an awareness of the need to protect both volunteer and patient. In 

the event any member is ill with flu or colds you should not 

prepare any food or go to the hospital in order to protect the 

patients. Likewise in this case as soon as the contagion was known 

we were alerted and able to avoid this illness. Thanks to all of you 

on the team for your understanding and continue to pray for those 

veterans and the service men and women serving our country. 

Lairy 

 

Flag Retirement Service 

It will be held at St. Anthony in Wylie on Sunday March 11.  We 

will begin the ceremony at 2:00.  Afterwards, we will have 

hamburgers and hot dogs for all.  Anyone can attend this event.  It 

isn't just for 4th degree members.  I would like to have a 

headcount by the March 4th so we know how much food to order.  

If you know of a scout troop or any military personnel that would 

like to attend, please extend them an invitation.  Anyone who 

needs to get in touch with me can e-mail me at 

dunndan@hotmail.com, or call me at 972-470-9081.    Dan Dunn 

 



 
Council Activities 

 

 

Council Calendar 

Mar-07   

Feb 28th 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

1st 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

3rd 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

4th All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

5th 7:00 PM First Degree Team Practice 

8th 7:30 PM First Degree 

10th 5:00 PM Open House 

11th 8:45 AM Corporate Communion 

19th  St. Joseph Celebration 

21st 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

22th 7:00 PM Bingo with Women's Guild 

23rd 6:00 PM Lenten Fish Fry 

25th 7:00 AM Major Degree 

Apr-07   

1st All Masses Breakfast Burritos 

4th 7:00 PM Officers Meeting 

5th 7:00 PM Business Meeting 

7th 9:00 AM 1st Saturday Mass/Rosary 

7th  Easter Vigil 

9th 7:00 PM First Degree Team Practice 

12th 7:30 PM First Degree 

18th 6:00 PM VA Hospital Visit 

26th 7:00 PM Clergy Appreciation Dinner 

30th 7:00 PM First Degree Team Practice 

 

All 1
st
 Degree Knights – Major Degree, March 25th 

To fully understand and remember what Fr. Michael J. McGivney 

set out to accomplish when he founded the Knights of Columbus 

in 1882, a Knight must progress through the first three levels of 

Knighthood.  At the 1st Degree Ceremony, you learned and have 

put into practice the 1st Principle of the order, Charity. To 

engrave in your heart the principles of Unity, Fraternity as laid out 

by Fr. McGivney, all Council 8954 1st Degree Knights are invited 

to attend the Major Degree Ceremony to be held on Sunday, 

March 25th at St. Joseph.  Candidates and members must have a 

current travel (membership) card to be allowed into the ceremony.  

Current 3rd Degree brothers are encouraged to attend to show 

their support for our soon to be 3rd Degree brothers.  Dress is 

business casual.  The schedule that day is as follows:  

7:00 am: candidates and sponsors meet in Dining Hall to begin the 

registration process. 

7:30 am: candidates and sponsors process into Main Sanctuary for 

Mass. 

*8:30 am: registration continues after mass; continental breakfast 

available for all attending. 

If you are a candidate, and plan to attend, or have questions, 

contact G.K. Joel Lanoux (972-705-9867) or Isaac Sandoval (972-

495-8930). 

 

Chili Cook Off 

Our annual Chili Cook Off was held January 25th and the food 

was fantastic.  Contestants included Tracy Smith, Jim Davoli, Bob 

Procsal, Isaac Sandoval, Sam Deneault, Christy Procsal, Roger 

Flesch, Don O'Bryan and Nadine Procsal.  The judges for this 

event were Conard Kester, Nick Mowery and Hank Horton.  The 

chili was good and hot with plenty of shredded cheddar cheese, 

corn chips and hot corn bread to boot.  The category of "Most 

Unique" went to Tracy Smith, "Hottest" went to Sam Deneault 

and "Best of Class" went to Roger Flesch.  Many thanks to 

everyone who participated in our annual chili cook off by bringing 

chili or side dishes.  Thanks also to our grip crew: Carl Kocorek, 

Joel Lanoux, Isaac Sandoval and Milton Catalina.   Milton 

 

Prayer Requests  

Randy & Dee Bodin, Mary Maltese, Nancy Kozera, Pepi Johnson, 

Norma Murdoch, Jim Massey, Bobby Walsh, Sara Thompson, 

Kevin Roeten, Durrell Sublet, Robert Lozano, Norma Lozano, 

Nana Day, Charlie Boutell, Mary Boutell, Ken Ducote, Brian 

Roeten, Service Men & Women of our Armed Forces 

 

 
Church Activities 

 

 
 

 

Rosary Novena For Priests 

For remaining Saturdays mornings through March 31, 2007, you 

are invited to join members of the Vocations Awareness 

Committee in reciting the rosary for all our priests. This will take 

place in the Eucharistic Chapel immediately following the 9 A.M. 

Mass.     Bill McKinney, Vocations Director 

 

Career Opportunity Available with the Knights of Columbus: 

Looking for a practical Catholic man who has some sales 

experience, an outgoing personality, is trustworthy, competitive, 

aggressive, and is looking for a career serving brother knights and 

their families.    (Must have a good job history.)   

Position includes group life, medical insurance, disability 

insurance, plus a pension plan and 401K. 

Contact: David DeAnda FICF, CSA 

Phone Number: (972) 322-6771 

e-mail: david.deanda@kofc.org 

 

Editor’s Note:  Thank you so much for all your offered prayers 

that supported, and continue to support, my quick & full recovery. 
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        2006 – 2007 OFFICERS 
 
GRAND KNIGHT   JOEL LANOUX  972-705-9867 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT DEREK STOREY  972-487-7099 
CHAPLAIN    MSGR. DON FISCHER 972-231-2951 
CHANCELLOR   CONARD KESTER  972-276-3761 
RECORDER    MILTON CATALINA  972-907-2762 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY  LAIRY JOHNSON  972-234-8489 
TREASURER   LARRY BRUCE  972-530-4903 
ADVOCATE    JACK STUBBS  972-437-1152 
WARDEN    NICK MOWERY  469-366-6252 
LECTURER    DOUG MURDOCH  972-496-7030 
INSIDE GUARD   DOUG MURDOCH  972-496-7030 
OUTSIDE GUARD 1  JOE ACOSTA  972-516-2230 
OUTSIDE GUARD 2  MANUEL VILLELA  972-907-1506 
1 YEAR TRUSTEE   BOB PROCSAL  972-234-5254 
2 YEAR TRUSTEE   ISAAC SANDOVAL  972-495-8930 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE   BRIAN ROETEN  972-414-0507 
 
INSURANCE FIELD AGENT JOHN SHUMAN  469-742-8961 
     E-mail: John.Shuman@KOFC.ORG 

 

KNIGHT SUPPORT LINE  972-805-1921 


